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Social Studies Courses
Honors Program Criteria:

1 . M ost  cu rrent  Reading and English  Explore scores

indicat ing advanced prof ic iency.

2 . Demonst rat ed h igh  levels of  classroom  perf orm ance.

3 . M aint ain a m inim um  academic standard o f  C average.

Student s w ho do not  maint ain t hs standard w ill have their

status rev iew ed by the Pr incipal /designee at  t he end of  each

semest er.



SOCIAL STUDIES

Soc ial Stud ies educat ion  has a specif ic m andate in regard t o c it izenship education.  Th is mandate prov ides

every  student w ith the opportunity t o learn and develop the sk ills t hat  are needed f or part icipat ion  in

A merican soc ial, polit ical,  and economic lif e.   A s t he w orld  becom es more in terdependent , t hat  mandate

extends t o t he g lobal com munit y  and a need for st udent s t o adapt  t o an ever chang ing  env ironment  in

regards to American bel iefs and values.  

212900 WORLD HISTORY 09

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 9
Length: Year Credit: 2

This course explores the historical background of t hose forces that have led our w orld  to t he w ay it  is

today.  It  w ill t race t he h istorical developm ent  of  t he w orld f rom  pre-Renaissance t imes up  to m odern

hist oric al t imes,  inc lud ing , but  not  lim it ed t o,  t he f all of  communism.  It  w ill emphasize geographic , polit ical,

economic, and soc ial forc es in acco rdance w ith Illinois st ate guidelines.  Transit ional W orld Hist ory  w ill

f ocus on  basic st udy  skills such  as reading comprehension , no te tak ing,  and organizational skills.

213000 WORLD HISTORY 9

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 9
Length: Year Credit: 2

The course explores t he h ist oric al backg round of  t hose f orc es t hat  have shaped our w orld  today.  It  w ill

t race the h ist oric al development of t he w orld from pre-Renaissance t imes up to  modern h istorical t imes,

including, but  not  lim ited t o,  t he f all of  communism.  It  w ill emphasize geographic , polit ical,  economic, and

soc ial forc es in acco rdance w ith Illinois st ate guidelines.

214000 HONORS WORLD HISTORY

Prerequisite: Recommended Students Only Grade Level: 9
Length: Year Credit: 2

Honors W orld History w ill  examine the hist oric al element s and  forc es t hat  hav e shaped our w orld  today.

It  w i ll  t race hum an developm ent  f rom  its beginning  to cont emporary t imes.  Th is course w ill st ress polit ical,

economic, and social forces. The use of primary docum ents and sources w ill  be emphasized to prepare

students for cont inued educat ion and the g lobal community  in the tw enty-f i rs t  century .

229000 U.S. HISTORY 010

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 10
Length: Year Credit: 2

U.S. History  010  fulf ills Distric t  2 15 ' s requ irement  for st udent s t o com plet e a comprehensiv e course in

A merican History .  It  is particu larly  designed for remedial reading students.  The course includes: the

sett lement  of  t he original t hirt een colonies; the Am erican Revolution and the format ion of the Republic; the

nation’ s div ision  ov er slavery and the result ing Civi l W ar; the expansion of t he United States; and the

soc ial,  economic,  and polit i cal problems the United States faced in  the tw ent ieth  century .

223000 U.S. HISTORY 10

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 10
Length: Year Credit: 2
A s a nation w e have inherited w isdom f rom the past,  and w e have also inherited problems from t he

past.   In order to solve regional or national problems, A merican cit izens need to know  something of



t heir o rigins and  circ um st ances.   Polit ical,  economic,  and soc ial development s w ill be t raced f rom  Pre-

Columbian A merica to 1 97 0.

224000 HONORS U.S. HISTORY

Prerequisite: Honors World History or Grade Level: 10
Recommended Students Only

Length: Year Credit: 2

Honors Unit ed States History  w ill exp lore much  of  t he same m aterial as the U.S.  History  course, but  it  w ill

be more comprehensive,  going into more depth of  material and use of primary resources.  There w ill  be

many  independent  st udy pro ject s in t he course.

231500 ECONOMICS

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Economics is a one semest er course designed to increase the student’ s know ledge in tw o primary content

areas.  In the f irst of  these areas, students w ill study the operat ion of  Am erican economy.  Th is phase w ill

f eatu re the f ree enterprise system.  Topics of study  w ill  include supply and dem and, in ternat ional t rade,

the market system, and al ternat ive economic systems.  In addit ion, th is phase w i ll  cover econom ic

problem s such as unemploym ent, inf lat ion, taxes, and the business cycle.  The second phase of  t he course

w ill deal w it h consum er issues.  It  w ill  focus on career choice, investm ents, savings, insurance, banking,

and ot her areas of  personal f inance.   Th is course f ulf ills t he Consumer Educat ion  requ irement s as

established by  the State of  Illinois.

234000 HONORS ECONOMICS

Prerequisite: Recommended students only Grade Level: 11
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Economics is a one semest er course designed to increase the student’ s know ledge in tw o primary content

areas.  In the f irst of  these areas, students il l s tudy the operat ion of  A merican economy.  Th is phase w ill

f eatu re the f ree ent erprise system.  Topics of st i l l w ill  include supply and demand, international trade, the

market  system,  and alternat ive economic systems.  Honor st udent s w ill cover t he sam e top ics as ou t lined

in Economics excep t  st udent s t aking t he Econom ics course for honors credit  w ill f ace ac adem ic challenges

relat ed to t he level of  cont ent , t he quant it y  of  ou tside read ing , and t he use of  extended w rit t en

assignm ent s.  This  course fu lf i lls  the Consumer Educat ion requirements as estab lished by t he St ate of

Illinois.

231600 MINORITY STUDIES

Prerequisite: Passing grade in World History Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: 1

The Minority  Studies course is designed for students w ho desire to examine and gain an understanding

of  A merican m inorit y g roups, nam ely A f rican-A mericans, A sians, Lat inos/Hispanics (Chicanos,  Puerto

Ricans, Cubans, and others), Native Am ericans, Jew ish Am ericans, w omen in Am erica, A rab-

A mericans, European Americans, and aging Americans.  This course also provides an overview  of t he



soc ial, h ist oric al, and cult ural ex periences of  t hese v arious groups in A merican societ y .  St udent s w ill

be required  to t hink c rit ically  about  suc h quest ions as:  af f irmat ive act ion—is it  a fair solu t ion  to social

inequalit y?  What  educat ional opport un it ies ex ist  f or m inorit y  groups in A merica?  How  has A merican

educat ion prepared st udents to deal w ith a mult icult ural w orld?  The ult imat e goal for st udents is to

gain know ledge about people w ho are dif f erent f rom mainstream society,  w hich w i ll  hopeful ly enhance

their abil ity  to bridge the gaps of division and better appreciate our w orld.

231700 CURRENT ISSUES

Prerequisite: Passing grade in World History Grade Level: 10, 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Students w ill exp lore current  cont roversial t opics in an ef f ort  t o f orm  an understanding of  modern soc iety .

Vary ing  v iew poin ts o f  current  cont rovers ies  w ill be exp lored to  aid  students in  the problem solv ing and

opinion forming processes.  Topics w ill range f rom  soc ial issues such as poverty,  racism, v io lence, etc.  t o

complex  international confl ict s.  Students should expect  to part icipate in oral, v isual,  and w rit t en

assignm ent s includ ing:  simu lations, present at ions,  debat es, et c.  in addit ion t o ob ject ive t ests.

232000 GOVERNMENT

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11
Length: Semester Credit: 1

This course w ill  al low  our students t o investigate and understand our basic governmental system.  To

furt her underst and our place in t he g lobal communit y , st udent s w ill exp lore t op ics w hich allow  them  to

see our nation’ s role in dealing w ith w orld issues.  This course meets state and federal Constitut ion

requirements.

235000 HONORS GOVERNMENT

Prerequisite: Honors U.S. History or Grade Level: 11
Teacher recommendation

Length: Semester Credit: 1

Honors Gov ernm ent  w ill exp lore m uch o f  t he sam e material as t he regular Governm ent /W orld  Prob lems

class, but i t  w ill  be more comprehensive, going into m ore depth of m aterial, and more t ime w ill  be

spent in preparation and presentation of individual and group project s. This course meets state and

federal  Const i tut ion requirements.  

245000 ADVANCED PLACEMENT MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY

Prerequisite: Honors Government, Honors U.S. History Grade Level: 11, 12
and Teacher recommendation

Length: Year Credit: 2

Th is seminar course w ill deal w ith t he polit ical, dip lomat ic,  econom ic,  soc ial, intellect ual, and c ult ural

events in Europe betw een the years of  14 50  through the early 1 98 0' s - from t he high Renaissance to the

present.   There w ill also be a brief  review  of t he classical and medieval periods for the purpose of analyzing

their impac t  on modern Europe.  The m ain purpose of  the course is to prepare the student t o take the

Advanced Placement  tes t  in  European His tory .

245100 ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY



Prerequisite: Honors Government, Honors U.S. History, Grade Level: 11, 12
and Teacher recommendation 

Length: Year Credit: 2

The main purpose o f  t his c ourse is t o prepare st udent s f or t he Nat ional Adv anced Placem ent  exam

given each spring.  This w rit ing and reading intensive course is for those students interested in earning

college credit.  Topics range from the impact of t he Puritans to present day issues.  The study  of

primary documents and other historical w rit ings is emphasized.

251200 INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
`
Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit:  1

This course w ill  take the student on an exploration of t he individual—from birth t hrough death.  In t his

semest er course, t he st udent s w ill learn w hat  shapes and  form s t he ind iv idual w ithin a group based on

cu lt ure,  soc ial class and the development  of  personalit y .  W e hope t he st udent  w ill develop a deeper

underst and ing  of  an indiv idual’ s role w it hin  a group by  experiencing h is/her m ob ilit y  t hrough lif e and it s

many out comes.

231200 SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11,12
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Students w ill acquire a deeper underst anding of t he many issues facing our society.  They w ill  learn to

dissect  problem s t hat  w e are yet  unable to solve.   In so doing, they w ill  learn more about their role in the

group dynamics o f  a complex,  ever changing soc iety .

255000 INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY 

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11, 12
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Introduct ion to  Psychology is  a general course o f  study w hereby a student comes to understand their ow n

behavior and the behav ior o f  ot hers.   Som e of  t he areas included are:  t he princ iples o f  sc ient if ic

investigation, the principles of learning, the physiology of t he nervous system, personality  development,

and coping w ith stress.  Topics of current interest in psychology are also presented for discussion.  The

intent is t o g ive st udent s t he pract ical means w ith w hich to understand and uti l ize the material in their ow n

lives.

255300 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Prerequisite: None Grade Level: 11,12
Length: Semester Credit: 1

Social Psychology  is t he st udy of  ind iv idual human behav ior as it  dev elops t hrough in terpersonal

experiences.  Some of the areas covered are developmental psychology, interpersonal relat ionsh ips,

mot ivation and emot ion , alt ered st ates of  consc iousness,  and form ing at t it udes and  values.  Topics of

current  interest in psychology are also presented f or d iscussion and study.  Students should f ind

information w ort hw hile in select ing areas fo r their ow n dev elopment , c areer select ion , and social

int erchange.



255100 HONORS PSYCHOLOGY

Prerequisite: Recommended Grade Level: 11, 12
Length: Year Credit: 2

Honors Psychology is  an in-depth study  of  all hum an behav ior.  Using  the most  recent  research av ailable,

the course cont ent  w ill inc lude t he w ays t hat  psycholog ists at t empt  to describe,  explain , m easure,  predict ,

and control  behavior.   Some of its topics include: the study of  personal ity,  abnormal psychology, ch ild

development, and dealing w ith st ress.  W hile the course of f ers much personal and pract ical informat ion,

it  is  also intended to prepare the student f or college. Students may elect  t o take the A dvanced Placement

Test in Psychology. The Co llege Board  does requ ire a fee for t his serv ice.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

